THE HABIT OF ART
Eight budding Welsh playwrights have been given a unique opportunity to develop their skills thanks to a joint project with the National Theatre, London, and Venue Cymru, Llandudno.
The project has been  inspired by the National Theatre’s production of Alan Bennett’s new play, The Habit of Art, in which he creates an imagined meeting in later life between the poet, WH Auden and his once friend and collaborator, composer Benjamin Britten. The National Theatre performs the play at Venue Cymru from 12th  - 19th October.
Applicants were asked to submit their ideas for a 10 minute piece of theatre involving a meeting between two people who could be real, fictional, historical or contemporary characters.
Thirty two playwrights sent in their ideas, which were judged by professionals from the National Theatre, London. The eight successful applicants* revised and honed their ideas and scripts, initially by e-mail, and then during an intensive residential course at Tŷ Newydd,  Llanystumdwy, with National Theatre Director, Clare Slater and playwright, Kaite O’Reilly.
All eight pieces will be rehearsed and then performed by National Theatre actors at Venue Cymru before the evening performance of The Habit of Art on October 16th.

The project attracted 4 bursaries to help some of these up and coming writers attend the course. Three bursaries were awarded by the National Theatre, London and one by Venue Cymru.

* The successful applicants were:

Julie Bainbridge

Chris Kinsey

Sian Owen 

Alys Llywelyn-Hughes

Stephen Johnson

Aled Roberts

Bethan Marlow

Darren Jones
